
 

G12 – Reading Comprehension     Answer Key 
  

1- The text is a blog. (first-person narrative/ autobiographical) 
2- Givonte Latimore is a 16-year-old African-American student. 
3- She stared at him on the train, and continued when she was on the platform. 
4- Givonte felt that she was very suspicious and on her guard because she feared he might attack her. 
5- This attitude seems to be due to the fact that she judges him from his appearance which fits a 

stereotype. Among the elements that make her biased, there are the colour of his skin (he is 
black), his youth (he is 16) and his dress sense (he is wearing baggy pants and has dreadlocks). 

6- No, it wasn’t. He explains that “the experience was nothing new” for him (l. 14). 
7- Givonte concludes that the American Constitution, which guarantees freedom for all, doesn’t 

grant everyone the right to dress as they like: as a young black citizen with dreadlocks, he is 
categorised as potentially dangerous, because of the stereotypes attached to his origins. 

8- The text is a third-person narrative, extract from The Man who Liked Music. 
9- Alex is a farmer (“work in the middle of the wheat-sowing season”, l. 6-7) and a music lover (“to 

listen to the Music Lover’s Hour”, l. 7, “Alex switched on his radio to his usual programme of 
classical music”, l. 33-34). 

 Mario is a prisoner of war (“Alex was getting an Italian prisoner-of-war to work for him”, l. 17-
18) and a music lover (“listened with intense interest”, l. 35-36). 

10- Alex is looked down on by the community, because he is different from them, and therefore is 
considered “queer”. The community doesn’t understand his passion for music, and mocks him for 
that. 

11- Right: “The Control Centre men were a bit apologetic about the Italian they brought…” (l. 21-22), 
“All the C.C. staff chuckled at this” (l. 27). 

 Wrong: “they smiled delightedly at each other” (l. 39-40). 

12- The older woman and the neighbours judge from appearances. They are afraid of and don’t 
understand what is different from them. 

13- Alex doesn’t seem to care about what people think of him, he goes his own way, whereas Givonte 
seems to be bothered about the others’ opinions even if they don’t seem to prevent him from 
dressing as he likes. 

14- Text 2 shows that even if two people are different from the rest and stand out from the crowd, true 
friendship can be born even if it seems unlikely at first, thanks to an open-minded attitude. 

 


