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Cette année scolaire 2021-2022 était particulière. Les devoirs de 

vacances proposés sont obligatoires pour certains élèves et conseillés 

pour tous les autres, afin de consolider les acquis du travail effectué 

depuis le début de l’année, en présentiel ou à distance. 

 

Pour les élèves dont les devoirs sont obligatoires, il est impératif de 

les travailler sérieusement et les rendre complets, pour ne pas 

compromettre la prochaine année scolaire et faciliter l’adaptation à la 

classe supérieure.  

 

Bonnes vacances à tous ! 
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Compulsory Summer Work 
 

Read the following texts and answer the question.  

  

 

Text 1: Cooling the Earth 
Even with the best will in the world, reducing our carbon emissions is not going to prevent global 

warming. It has become clear that even if we take the most drastic measures to curb emissions, the 

uncertainties in our climate models still leave open the possibility of extreme warming and rises in 

sea level. At the same time, resistance by governments and special interest groups makes it quite 

possible that the actions and schemes advocated by climate scientists might not be implemented soon 5 

enough. Is the game up in that case? 

Well, fortunately, if the worst comes to the worst, scientists still have a few tricks up their sleeves. 

For the most part they have strongly resisted discussing these options for fear of inviting a sense of 

complacency that might ruin efforts to tackle the root of the problem. Until now, that is. 

Quite recently a growing number of researchers have been taking a fresh look at large-scale 'geo-10 

engineering' projects that might be used to counteract global warming. Basically the idea is to apply 

'sunscreen' to the whole planet. It's controversial, but recent studies suggest there are ways to 

deflect just enough of the sunlight reaching the Earth's surface to counteract global warming. Climate 

models show that blocking just 1.8 per cent of the incident energy in the sun's rays would cancel out 

the warming effects produced by a doubling of carbon dioxide and other gases in the atmosphere. 15 

That could be crucial, because even the most stringent emissions-control measures being suggested 

would leave us with a doubling of carbon dioxide by the end of this century, and that would last for 

at least a century more. 

So, is the concept of a technological fix new? Not at all; but while most remedies have focused on 

combating greenhouse gases themselves –finding ways to remove them from the air or scrub them 20 

from power-plant emissions – only recently have more radical ideas been taken seriously. 

There are two distinct proposals: reflecting away sunlight within the Earth's atmosphere, or blocking 

it in outer space. Each approach has its supporters and detractors. While tinkering with the 

atmosphere is likely to be much cheaper and simpler, space-based approaches may be longer-lasting 

and less likely to exacerbate the side effects – though they are much more technically challenging. 25 

The simplest method put forward has been known for decades. That is to inject sulphur dioxide into 

the stratosphere, mimicking the cooling effects of volcanoes. Sulphur is cheap, and the means of 

releasing it could be as simple as pumping it up through a vertical pipe as much as ten kilometres 

long. 

In addition, since it is naturally present at great heights above the earth, some researchers think an 30 

increase might not present as many unforeseen risks as some other suggested panaceas for global 

warming, such as seeding the ocean with iron filings or other nutrients to encourage the growth of 

carbon-consuming organisms. 

The approach is not without repercussions, however. Anything we do within the Earth's atmosphere 

might have unpredictable results that turn out to be worse than the cure, such as dramatic changes in 35 

regional rainfall or drought patterns, or chemical reactions that might disrupt ecosystems and inflict 

irreparable damage. 

These drawbacks have driven others to look seriously at larger-scale, more expensive alternatives 

that might carry fewer risks. One that might do the trick is a space-based sunshade system. It may 

sound wildly implausible but some scientists are convinced that it is feasible. 40 
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Independent computer simulations show that the space sunshade could almost cancel out the 

temperature changes expected from global warming, except for a small area around each pole. That's 

because while greenhouse warming is uniform, the poles receive less sunlight than the tropics, so the 

effect of changes in sunlight is weakest at the poles. This regional difference in cooling might cause 

unpredictable changes in weather patterns. And since the poles would see less of an effect from the 45 

dimming, they might still experience a significant loss of ice cover. 

So, which approach has the edge? It comes down to costs and feasibility. If we were suddenly faced 

with a climate catastrophe, the sulphur-particle approach is cheap enough to be essentially free. The 

engineering is simple enough that it could be put up in a couple of years. The space sunshade, though 

attractive, seems unlikely to be implemented. If cost were no object, one would want to use something 50 

like this latter scheme, because it's very clean and controllable, and would likely minimize any 

secondary effects. But it's very expensive. If you want to go to that much effort, it would be simpler 

just to change our energy systems. 

Nobody wants to have to do this but if you get to the point where the alternative is six meters of sea-

level rise, we might want to have this as an option. We're not going to implement it, but you certainly 55 

have to know what's possible. It's like emergency back-up surgery: you never want to do it, but you 

still have to practice it. 

 

1- Explain the words in bold according to their meaning in the text:    

a- Drastic   : …………………………………………………………………… 

b- Tackle  : …………………………………………………………………… 

c- Exacerbate  : …………………………………………………………………… 

d- Repercussions  : …………………………………………………………………… 

e- Drought   : …………………………………………………………………… 

 

2- Find words in the text that mean the same as:       

a- Plans, arrangements : ………………………………………… 

b- Unpredictable  : ………………………………………… 

c- Solution, cure to all : ………………………………………… 

d- Cause harm  : ………………………………………… 

e- Applied, executed  : ………………………………………… 

 

3- Are the following statements True or False? Justify by quoting the text.   

a- Most people consented to the sunscreen system.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b- People have always believed in the power of science to offer solutions. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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c- Looking for alternative and more sustainable sources of energy might require less effort. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4- What is the main idea of the text? (30-40 words)       

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

5- What is aggravating the environmental crisis? (30-40 words)     

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

6- Explain the following statements:         

a. “If the worst comes to the worst, scientists still have a few tricks up their sleeves.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

b.  “Apply 'sunscreen' to the whole planet.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7- What are the drawbacks of the two distinct proposals? (30-40 words)    

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8- How can the space-based sunshade system benefit our planet?     

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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9- Why is the writer worried about the rise in sea levels? What repercussions will it have on 

the ecosystem? Include in your answer three different arguments from the text and your 

own knowledge. (100 words)          

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Page 7 of 14 

 

Text 2: Daredevil Adventures  

Taking risks is a way of teaching yourself bravery and stepping outside your comfort zone to do 

something scary. It makes you feel empowered - even if you don’t get it right the first time. That’s 

why extreme sports are perfect for teens who are eager to learn and perfect new passions.  

As schools limit recess activities and remove hazardous playground equipment, kids participate in 5 

extreme sports at even younger ages. What were once simple pastimes, like riding bicycles and 

skateboards, have evolved into thrill-seeking pursuits and intense competitions whose goals include 

new tricks and surpassing what’s thought to be possible. For many teens, there's nothing quite like the 

exercise and camaraderie they get from doing extreme sports. For the most part, extreme sports are 

individual athletic activities that are inherently dangerous in some way. 10 

I believe every teen should be able to experience this. All sports require exertion, which keeps you in 

great shape. They also introduce you to a positive community of people who share the same interests 

and are always willing to help you improve. Additionally, the adrenaline rush from an extreme sport 

is much healthier than the high that some teenagers might seek from unhealthy activities such as drug 

use. The Norwegian research psychologist Ellen Sandseter, who has published two dozen papers on 15 

children and risky sports, describes herself as having been “a sensation-seeking child,” phrasing she 

prefers to “thrill-seeking”. “If you’ve grown up with a lot of experiences with risky play, this teenage 

period will be more manageable, you’ll be more realistic in your risk assessment,” Sandester adds. 

Even if the best extreme athletes get hurt sometimes, fear of injury shouldn’t prevent teens from 

participating in a sport they enjoy. With a helmet and proper padding (and some patience!), they’ll 20 

minimize the chance of injury and benefit from all the great things extreme sports have to offer. If they 

never try, they’ll never know how good they could become. 

Moreover, many extreme sports and their best athletes have become so popular that they have received 

lucrative sponsorships from a wide variety of companies that want to associate their brands with these 

cutting-edge thrill seekers. Some sponsorships allow extreme sports athletes to compete in these sports 25 

professionally, rather than as merely a hobby. These athletes can have long and profitable careers, as 

long as they are true masters of their sport. Unfortunately, when it comes to extreme sports, even the 

smallest mistakes can have catastrophic, even lethal effects. 

Vani Sabesan, an associate professor of orthopedics at Wayne State University School of Medicine 

and the lead author of a study on head and neck injuries in extreme sports, worries that kids aren’t 30 

mentally ready for these activities. They tend to underestimate risk, and their parents can’t always be 

trusted to keep them in check. She is especially concerned about adolescents who imitate things they 
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see on TV or in videos, without proper training. “What we’re seeing is a lot of kids thinking maybe 

they can do what these professional athletes can do,” Sabesan says. 

She also points out that youth participation in extreme sports tends to be unregulated. “Very rarely is it 35 

medically supervised,” she says. “That makes it even more high risk.” Nor has there been much 

research on which extreme sports, or which moves, are particularly hazardous to kids. “We don’t even 

know what the injury rates are,” Sabesan says.   

The lasting effects of a bad fall or collision aren’t the only reasons to steer clear of extreme sports; 

injuries are disruptive in the short term too. They can keep teens out of school for weeks, setting 40 

students back and possibly preventing them from progressing to the next grade on time. At this stage 

in our lives, the body needs to be rested and nourished, not overburdened. An extreme-sports injury 

would just add to the long list of challenges teens face, such as parents’ expectations and social 

pressures. Surely, they don’t need more stress! 

It is terrific for teens to take risks and experiment with new challenges, but participating in extreme 45 

sports pushes the boundaries of what is healthy and safe. Why chance a trip to the emergency room for 

just a few seconds of adrenaline? Sadly, a certain level of maturity and stability is necessary when 

choosing to take a risk, and most teens haven’t yet reached that level. We don’t want to Bubble-Wrap 

our kids’ childhoods, but we don’t want them to seriously hurt themselves either. So we’re stuck in the 

middle, questioning our choices. 50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Page 9 of 14 

 

1- Are these statements True or False. Justify by quoting the text .  

1. Extreme sports and risk taking can often be discouraging and intimidating.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………....……………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Schools don’t allow kids to play freely during the breaks and have increased safety 

precautions.  

…………………………………………………………………………..…………….………… 

………………...........…………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Extreme sports are always held under strict conditions and medical supervision.   

……………………………………………..……………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

2- Find words in the text that have the same meaning as:     

1. To deeply desire and want : ………………………………… 

2. Dangerous and risky  : ………………………………… 

3. Physical or mental effort : ………………………………… 

4. Keep something from happening : ………………………………… 

5. Harmful and destructive: ………………………………….. 

6. Causing trouble and disorder : ……………………………. 

 

3- Explain these expressions from the text:       

a- “Stepping outside your comfort zone…”               

………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

b- “Camaraderie…”     

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c- “Adrenaline rush…’’   

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d- “Steer clear of extreme sports….”         

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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4- What is the main idea of the text? Answer briefly. (maximum 25 words)   

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

5- The text is entitled “Daredevil Adventures”. In what ways are extreme sports risky and 

harmful. Include in your answer three different arguments.     

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

6- What could the long-term benefits extreme sports be? Mention 2 arguments.   

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

7- Is the writer of the text in favour of encouraging teens to take up extreme sports? 

Discuss then quote the text to support your answer.       

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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8- According to you, are thrill-seeking pursuits worth the potential risks? Why/ why not? 

Include two arguments in your answer. (60-80 words)        

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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TEXT 3: I’m just not a math person.” We hear it all the time and we’ve had enough. We believe that 

the idea of “math people”, or the myth of inborn genetic math ability, is the most self-destructive idea 

in education today. Is math ability genetic?  

For high school math, inborn talent is just much less important than hard work, preparation, and self-

confidence. First of all, different kids with different levels of preparation come into a math class. Some 

of these kids have parents who have drilled them on math from a young age, while others never had 

that kind of parental input. On the first few tests, the well-prepared kids get perfect scores, while the 

unprepared kids get only what they could figure out. The unprepared kids, not realizing that the top 

scorers were well-prepared, assume that genetic ability was what determined the performance 

differences. Deciding that they “just aren’t math people,” they don’t try hard in future classes, and fall 

further behind. 

The well-prepared kids, not realizing that the assumed weaker students were simply unprepared, assume 

that they are “math people,” and work hard in the future, strengthening their capacities. 

Thus, people’s belief that math ability can’t change becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. There’s even a 

larger misconception that intelligence is mostly genetic.   

Different studies have found that students who agreed that “You can always greatly change how 

intelligent you are” got higher grades. The important task for educators now is to convince students that 

they could make themselves smarter by hard work. It isn’t easy for kids to go through life believing 

they were born stupid or less capable, and that there is no hope for improvement.  

For almost everyone, believing that you were born dumb is believing a lie. IQ itself can improve with 

hard work.  

So why do we focus on math? For one thing, math skills are increasingly important for getting good 

jobs these days; so believing you can’t learn math is especially self-destructive.  

Moreover, the youths believe that intelligence equals success in life because they have been told so by 

parents, teachers and other important role models, are they getting the right message? 

Many students suffer from the fear of failure. They feel they are not good enough to succeed because 

of their low grades, even though they feel they have done the best they could. These students often drop 

out of school and get involved in delinquent behavior, thereby fulfilling the prophecy of failure.  

What determines success is character, or the ability to resist temptation by developing willpower, self-

control and empathy, which is more important than the intellectual power of the brain as measured by 
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standard IQ tests and SAT exams. Researchers on the subject agree that IQ, or a person’s intelligence 

quotient, contributes to only 20 percent of success in life  

These findings should give hope to those who have lost motivation because of a fear of failure or low 

self-esteem based on misinformation about their ability to succeed.  

Perseverance might be more important than intelligence in the real world. Each and every one of us has 

special abilities and talents that, when we recognize them, take us where we want to go. What’s yours? 

Define your own dream, hang on to your own rainbow and never give up!  

 

Read the text than answer the following questions: 

 

1- Explain these words according to their meaning in the text: 

a- Myth:   ……………………………………………………………….……… 

b- Ability:  ……………………………………………………………….……… 

c- Drilled:  ……………………………………………………………….……… 

d- Convince  ……………………………………………………………….……… 

e- Delinquent:  ……………………………………………………………….……… 

 

2- What is the main idea of the text? (max 25 words)  

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

3- Using two arguments from the text, explain why some kids believe that they were born 

stupid.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………..……… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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4- Why is the inborn genetic math ability a myth to some people? Explain using at least TWO 

arguments from the text.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5- According to the text, and IN YOUR OWN WORDS, what is more important than math 

abilities and academic intelligence?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6- Writing: Academic paragraph (100-120 words) 

Choose A or B. 

a- How can one succeed in life? 

b- What is more important in life, success or happiness? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 


