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Cette année scolaire 2021-2022 était particulière. Les devoirs de vacances 

proposés sont obligatoires pour certains élèves et conseillés pour tous les 

autres, afin de consolider les acquis du travail effectué depuis le début de 

l’année, en présentiel ou à distance. 

 

Pour les élèves dont les devoirs sont obligatoires, il est impératif de les 

travailler sérieusement et les rendre complets, pour ne pas compromettre 

la prochaine année scolaire et faciliter l’adaptation à la classe supérieure.  

 

Bonnes vacances à tous ! 
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Compulsory Summer Work 
 

Read the following texts and answer the question.  

  

 

TEXT 1: 

 

The Sky Is the Limit 

 Technological development has had a strong impact on the way society communicates, 

particularly with its acceleration in the last few centuries. From the invention of the telegraph and 

telephone to the advent of the Internet, technology has given people tools to not only keep in touch with 

each other, but also express their feelings and opinions to a broader audience than would otherwise have 

been possible. 

 For more than a century now, technological advances have brought the world closer, making 

communication across long distances easier. Telegrams are faster than letters; phone calls, in turn, are 

faster than telegrams, as well as easier and more pleasant, since they require no go-between and allow 

users to hear each other's voice. Cell phones take this one step further, allowing people to call and speak 

with each other regardless of their location. Online communication of all types is the most efficient yet, 

with email being a near-instantaneous version of the paper letter; webcams, paired with communication 

programs such as Skype, iChat or Google Video Chat, make it possible to see the person you are 

speaking with rather than just hear his voice. 

 The same technological advances that have simplified and improved personal communication 

have also had the same beneficial effects on business. Communication between colleagues is nearly 

instantaneous whether they are a few rooms or a few countries apart; video conferencing allows 

companies to have workers scattered around the globe to hold efficient meetings and discussions; 

business networking is made easier by social media and online networks designed specifically for that 

purpose, such as LinkedIn. Perhaps most importantly, companies can expand beyond their local market 

and gain a wider customer base simply by maintaining an active online presence. 

 Technology has both improved communication for disabled people and made it possible where it 

previously wasn't. Hearing aids boost the hearing of partially deaf people, making it easier to understand 

speech, while cochlear implants restore hearing to the completely deaf. Speech-generating devices give 

people with severe speech impairments a way to express themselves: perhaps the most prominent user of 

such a device is scientist Stephen Hawking. Further advances in technology may result in functional 

brain-computer interface systems, restoring the ability to communicate to people who have lost it 

entirely, such as sufferers of locked-in syndrome. 

 As people's ability to communicate improves, the reach of their messages widens. This can be 

especially important in politics and activism. For instance, photos and video recorded covertly through a 
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cell phone can be swiftly and easily shared online through websites such as YouTube, making it harder 

for oppressive regimes to keep control; social networks such as Facebook and Twitter can be used to 

organize and coordinate meetings and protests. The Egyptian revolution of 2011-2012 was spurred 

greatly by social media. 

 Finally, it is clear and has been for quite some time now that communication technologies have 

transformed us and reshaped the world. Technologists will even keep innovating looking for new 

possibilities. People are already addicted to their smart phones and computers and can’t even spend a day 

without them. What would it be like if communication went silent for a day? Can you imagine?  

 

Part I: Answer the following questions about the text  

1- Explain these words according to their meaning in the text:  

Impact:  

Broader:  ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Maintaining:  ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Boost:   ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Swiftly:  ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

2- Find words in the text that mean the same as:  

a- Arrival, beginning:  ……………………………………… 

b- (To) need:    ……………………………………… 

c- Immediate:   ……………………………………… 

d- Machines, tools:   ……………………………………… 

e- Famous, important:  ……………………………………… 

 

3- Why is the text entitled “The Sky Is the Limit?” (Max. 30 words) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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4- What have communication technologies allowed people to do? Include 3 different arguments in 

your answer.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

5- Answer the question the writer asks the reader at the end of the text. Include 2 arguments in your 

answer.  

“What would it be like if communication went silent for a day? Can you imagine?” Answer  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Part II: Writing                          

This article is about the positive effects of technology on communication and people. The writer forgot to 

mention the many risks that we face and have to deal with. Discuss the NEGATIVE effects of technology 

on communication and people. (100-120 words) 

Don’t forget to include the scrap! 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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TEXT 2: 

The Internet and Crime 

Technology has an important role to play in our lives. From the car alarm to satellite 

communication systems, technology assists us and impacts many aspects of our lives. However, 

people are becoming increasingly concerned about the way technology, computer technology in 

particular, is providing criminals with a perfect means to commit crime with little chance of being 

arrested. The main area of concern is the use of the internet by pedophiles and fraudsters. Some 5 

people have argued that the internet makes it easier for criminals to commit crimes while others 

say that it has made little difference. 

Initially, there is no question that the internet provides the perfect platform for sharing information. 

All that is needed is a computer and a phone line and you have access to millions of websites 

offering information about everything. In addition, for a few dollars a month you can create and 10 

manage your own web site with little more than a few clicks of the mouse. However, this makes it 

easy for criminals, child sex offenders in particular, to create a web site and exploit it for their own 

purposes.  

In addition to the ease by which the technology can be used, there is also the problem of security. 

If Microsoft cannot protect its own software from being hacked or attacked by viruses then the 15 

average user has little chance of protecting themselves from such crimes. Every word that we type 

can be recovered and read by a computer expert. Personal information and important financial 

details can then be traced and used by conmen or forgers. There is no question that, should they 

wish to, these experts can get whatever information we choose to share with other users.  

On the other hand, sex offenders have been around for much longer than computers. The use of the 20 

internet has just increased the circulation of child pornography and improved the offender’s 

opportunity to share his crimes or find vulnerable victims, not actually provided them with the 

chance to commit more crimes. The photos still need to be taken and offenders still seek the 

malicious opportunities to offend.  

As for the fraudsters, every day we hear stories of unsuspecting people being duped by a conman 25 

or of credit card theft and mass deceit. The world is full of people ready and willing to trick and 

cheat their way to riches. The internet only provides another way for these criminals to strike. 

Accordingly, it seems clear that the internet does not really make much difference. Crime is an 

endemic problem in our society which needs to be addressed at its roots, not by blaming a machine 

for what is clearly a man-made problem. 30 

In conclusion, the internet does no more make it easier for lawbreakers to commit crimes than 

parents do by allowing their children to play alone unsupervised! It is important for teens to learn 

to protect themselves from online threats and develop critical skills to analyze online content. They 
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should avoid uploading personal information and remember that online information is not an 

alternative to face-to-face meetings. When searching for information online, users should only 35 

look for evidence of authenticity and objective resources.

 

1. Find words in the text that mean the same as:       

Affects   :……………………………… 

Weak and powerless :……………………………… 

Cruel and mean :……………………………… 

Attack    :……………………………… 

Proof   :……………………………… 

 

2. Explain the underlined expression in the text:       

- Cheat their way to riches: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Are these statements True or False according to the text? Justify by quoting.   

a- Criminals who use the internet are less likely to be caught.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b- Cybercrimes are not very common.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 

c- People should look for the real causes of crimes and not blame computers or the Internet.   

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

4. Why are some people concerned about the Internet?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. Why do some people find it hard to blame the internet for the increase of fraud or 

pedophilia?       

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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6. Circle the correct answer:         

The writer believes:  

a- The internet increases the rate of crimes in society.  

b- The internet makes little difference to crime.  

c- Fraud is rare in our society.  

d- Microsoft assists criminals.  

e- Parents are responsible for pedophilia.  

 

7. According to the writer, what should adults do to protect the young?      

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

8. What about you? How addicted are you to the internet? Do you feel it is a safe way for 

teenagers to learn and socialize? Discuss. Include two main arguments in your answer. (50-

60 words)      

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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TEXT 3 : 

The New Face of Activism 

A generation of change-makers is showing the world just how powerful their voices can be. 

One of the human rights basic principles and ideals is that each and every citizen influences and has 

involvement in the decisions that the government makes. The question is how much power does each 

teenager have? More specifically, how much are young teenagers capable of? Sit-ins, marches, picket 

signs - these are the images we remember when we think of activism in the traditional sense, but for 

teens and twenty-somethings, change is starting with the click of a mouse. 5 

With an estimated two in five young adults engaging in social issues online, we've entered into the age 

of digital activism where mass movements are created through tweets, blogs, likes, and status updates. 

Though some critics mockingly refer to it as "lazytivism," this new wave is proving how logging on 

can seriously impact your community and the world. 

Many teenagers today still feel that they have no part in the government simply because they are not 10 

eligible to vote. While others are convinced that there is much more they can do in order to voice their 

opinion on various controversial topics.  "I had always been interested in women's rights, but I didn't 

consider myself an activist until I joined Tumblr four years ago," says college freshman Melissa 

Hudson. There was a dialogue online about stuff that no one I knew in real life was talking about, and 

the more I read, the more I realized it wasn't just a conversation. There were petitions being signed, 15 

protests being held on blogs and photo series being created, and they all meant something." 

Victoria Snow says, "A lot of impact can be made online, and older generations don't always get that," 

she says. "They see us on our phones or laptops and think who knows what. In reality, we're 

organizing, we're creating, we're signal-boosting and we're creating awareness. We're changing the 

world." 20 

For Melissa, online activism is indeed the most persuasive way to inspire widespread social change: 

"A lot of physical protests and movements are localized, but online there are no limits to who can join 

in with you. What’s also about Twitter for instance is that I write 140 characters, and it reaches 

hundreds of thousands of people across the globe, including journalists, policymakers and 

international NGOs." 25 

As Jim Loughran, head of media and communications for human rights group Front Line Defenders, 

explains, "Social media enables us to maintain a support and contact base in almost every country in 

the world. It no longer matters whether you are based in Dublin or Doha. We're connected by a 

community of interest, not geography." 

Most people including teens have ideas, projects and dreams that they want to turn into action. 30 

Teenagers must have liberty, equality, rights and opportunities, which are the principles of democracy. 

http://www.tbwa.com/the-future-of-social-activism
http://www.fastcompany.com/1615198/slacktivism-helping-humanity-click-mouse
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They must be able to give their opinion on current issues and on things that matter to them.The 

Internet has put the power in the next generations’ hands.

1. Find words in the text that mean the same as.      

Participation   :……………………………... 

To affect   :……………………………... 

Became aware of :……………………………… 

Allows    :……………………………… 

Values   :……………………………… 

Happening now           :……………………………… 

 

2. Are these statements True or False according to the text? Justify by quoting. 

a- Not all citizens affect the decisions of governments.   

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

b- The internet makes teenagers lazy and irresponsible.   

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

c- Adults often undermine teenagers.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

3. What is the New Face of Activism?     

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4. Why do some people refer to teenagers’ activism as “Lazytivism?”  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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5. Explain the following phrase: “We’re connected by a community of interest, not 

geography.”          

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………..…… 

a. Are teenagers more or less empowered nowadays? Answer in your own words 

including at least 2 different examples from the text. (100 words)  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………..…………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 


