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Cette année scolaire 2021-2022 était particulière. Les devoirs de 

vacances proposés sont obligatoires pour certains élèves et conseillés 

pour tous les autres, afin de consolider les acquis du travail effectué 

depuis le début de l’année, en présentiel ou à distance. 

 

Pour les élèves dont les devoirs sont obligatoires, il est impératif de les 

travailler sérieusement et les rendre complets, pour ne pas compromettre 

la prochaine année scolaire et faciliter l’adaptation à la classe supérieure.  

 

Bonnes vacances à tous ! 
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Compulsory Summer Work 
 

Read the following texts and answer the question.  
  
TEXT 1: 

The Dakar Rally 
 

You’ve probably heard of the off-road motor vehicle rally called the Dakar Rally, but do you know 

where it finishes? Before you say Dakar, the capital of Senegal, think again! The last time the rally 

finished in Dakar itself was in 2007. In 2008, because of concerns about security, the rally was 

cancelled and a shorter, less challenging race called the Central Europe Rally was held in its place. 

And since 2009, the Dakar Rally has been held in South America due to the increasing risk of 

terrorism in Senegal. 

The first Dakar Rally was held in 1978. During a race in 1977, a French competitor, Thierry 

Sabine, had got lost on his motorcycle in the Libyan desert. Having been rescued, he returned to 

France convinced that the desert landscape would provide a fantastic challenge for an international 

competition. The Dakar Rally began the next year, and for the next fifteen years, hundreds of 

drivers and motorcyclists competed in the annual long-distance race. Competitors would drive from 

Paris to the Mediterranean, then across the north-western corner of Africa to the Senegalese capital, 

trying to avoid getting lost in the desert sandstorms. Then things became complicated: the region 

became more and more politically unstable, and officials have had to change the starting point, rally 

route and finishing line of the race nearly every year since 1994. 

The Dakar Rally has always been highly competitive. Each year, more than 350 car and truck 

drivers and motorcycle riders enter the rally, about 80 per cent of whom are amateurs. 

Unsurprisingly, the majority of winners have been professionals. The most successful Dakar 

competitor is Stephane Peterhansel, who won the rally six times riding a motorbike, before 

switching to a car and winning a further four titles between 2004 and 2012. 

The rally has been subject to a lot of criticism. Many people have protested against it because of the 

impact it has on the environment. Others are upset by the fact that the race passes through countries 

where many people make less money in their whole lives than a wealthy competitor spends during 

a single rally. Nevertheless, the famous race remains as popular as ever. Among rally drivers and 

car companies, as well as fans who enjoy the thrill of following the progress of their favourite 

competitors, the Dakar Rally is still one of the most important off-road racing competitions in the 

world. 
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1- Read the text. Are the statements true (T) or false (F)? Justify by quoting from the text.  

1- Although some people think differently, the Dakar Rally has never finished in Dakar. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2- Thierry Sabine had to be helped home from the desert.   

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3- The route has often changed because it is too easy to get lost in the desert.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4- The rally has only been won by professionals.   

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

2- Find in the texts words that mean the same as:    

a- Worries   : ......................................................... 

b- Offer   : ......................................................... 

c- Non-professionals  : ......................................................... 

d- Effect   : ......................................................... 

 

3- Answer these questions about the text: 

1- What is the main idea of the text? (20- 30 words)    

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

2-  What is the Central Europe Rally?      

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

3-  What is the important role of Thierry Sabine in the First Dakar Rally?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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4-  Find TWO disadvantages about the Dakar Rally mentioned in the text. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

5-  What makes the Dakar Rally so unique and popular? Explain in your own words 

giving arguments from the text.        

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

6-  Do you consider rallies a safe or extreme sport? Give arguments to back up your 

opinion. (60-80 words)          

          

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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TEXT 2: 

Digital Teens 
 

The digital landscape has put increased pressure on teenagers today, and we feel it. There are so many 

social media channels: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, Tumblr, you name it. I made a 

conscious decision to avoid Snapchat and Instagram because of the social pressure I saw them putting 

on my 14-year-old little sister. If my mum turned off the Wi-Fi at 11pm, my sister would beg me to 

turn my phone into a hotspot. She always needed to load her Snapchat stories one more time, or to 

reply to a message that had come in two minutes ago because she didn’t want her friend to feel 

ignored. If I refused, saying she could respond in the morning, I’d get the “You’re ruining my social 

life” speech. Even as a teenager as well, I sometimes find this craze a little baffling. 

A new study has found that teenagers who engage with social media during the night could be 

damaging their sleep and increasing their risk of anxiety and depression. Teenagers spoke about the 

pressure they felt to make themselves available 24/7, and the resulting anxiety if they did not respond 

immediately to texts or posts. Teens are so emotionally invested in social media that a fifth of 

secondary school pupils will wake up at night and log on, just to make sure they don’t miss out. 

Perhaps the worst thing about this is that teenagers need more sleep than adults do, so night-time 

social media use could be detrimental to their health. Research has shown that teenagers need 9.5 

hours of sleep each night but on average only get 7.5 hours. A lack of sleep can make teenagers tired, 

irritable, depressed and more likely to catch colds, flu and gastroenteritis. These days, I am always 

tired at school, and I’m not one to stay up until 2am chatting with a boy. Homework and the pressure 

to have the perfect set of grades mean I’m up late working. And it seems that at school, most of my 

mates are exhausted too. 

During the summer holidays, I lost my phone. And for the week that I was phoneless, it felt like a 

disaster. I love my phone. It gives me quick access to information and allows me to be constantly 

looped in with my friends, to know exactly what is going on in their lives. So when I didn’t have my 

phone for a week, I felt a slight sense of FOMO, or if you’re not up to speed with the language, fear of 

missing out. By the end of the week, I’d got used to not having a phone and I’d quite enjoyed the 

break from social media. But there was still a lingering sense of sadness at the back of my mind that 

there would be conversations I had missed, messages that had been sent, funny videos shared and 

night-time chats that I would probably never get to see. 
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It’s becoming more and more obvious how the pressures of social media disproportionately affect 

teenage girls. I can see it all around me. Pressure to be perfect. To look perfect, act perfect, have the 

perfect body, have the perfect group of friends, the perfect amount of likes on Instagram. Perfect, 

perfect, perfect. And if you don’t meet these ridiculously high standards, then the self-loathing and 

bullying begins. 

What is really worrying is that time and time again, these studies pop up and demonstrate that the 

mental health of teenagers, especially teenage girls, is on the line. We know this. We know the perils 

of the internet, we’ve heard about online bullying and the dangers of Ask.fm, we know the slut-

shaming that goes on in our schools. We know these things. We know that these studies demonstrate 

that we have to make personal, social and health education (PSHE) statutory in schools and ensure it 

covers a range of issues from healthy eating and sleeping to consent. And yet, Nicky Morgan and the 

government refuse to act. So I ask: what are we waiting for? Inaction on these issues is harming the 

physical and emotional wellbeing of young people in this country. What has to happen before we do 

something? 
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1- Find in the text words that mean the same as:       

a- Crazy new idea:  ……………………………………….. 

b- Students:  ……………………………………….. 

c- Not enough:   ……………………………………….. 

d- Perils:    ……………………………………….. 

e- Picking on someone:  ……………………………………….. 

 

2- Are these statements True or False? Justify by quoting.   

a- Social media can prevent teenagers from sleeping well at night.  …………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b- Students who use social media at night aren’t really affected by it. …………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c- The writer was completely happy a week after he lost his phone. …………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d- Social media put a lot of pressure on girls. …………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

3- What is the main idea of the text? Answer briefly. (25 words)   

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4- According to the text, how is social media harming the teens? Discuss THREE 

disadvantages            

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

5- Why are teens constantly connected? Explain TWO main reasons. (30 words) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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6- In your opinion, what can be done to help teenagers face this “Digital problem”? Explain. 

(80 words)  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………….………………………………………………………………………………… 
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TEXT 3: 

Big Daddy 

Harold is the father of a teenage daughter who likes to go out for a milkshake with her friends from 

time to time. They live in a densely populated urban area. Last week, he heard that a boy had been 

stabbed in a park opposite his school. Stories like that leave him feeling more than a little anxious 

about how safe his daughter is on the city streets without an adult to take care of her.  

He decides to subscribe to a mobile phone tracking service. His daughter always carries her mobile 

phone with her wherever she goes, so it seems sensible to pay the small monthly subscription to a 

company which will track his daughter’s phone. Then, whenever she is out of the house, he can see a 

map on his computer screen which will indicate where in the city his daughter is. For a small extra fee 

he can let the tracking company know where he definitely doesn’t want his daughter to go and the 

system will automatically alert him on his mobile phone as soon as his daughter enters one of the no-

go areas.  

One of these tracking companies, called “Trace A Mobile”, claims that two thirds of British parents 

are interested in using a mobile phone tracking service. Their survey of 2,160 parents also revealed 

that safety conscious parents are buying mobile phones for children as young as four. Fears about 

safety have left UK parents desperate to keep tabs on their kids.  

The managing director of the company acknowledges that parents will find themselves faced with a 

dilemma, “On the one hand they don’t want to be seen to be continually checking up on their kids, but 

on the other they want to keep an eye on their kids so that they know they are safe.”  

I- Questions 

1- If the police are watching you, we often say that they are keeping you under surveillance. Can 

you find four words or phrases in the passage that mean “keep someone under surveillance” or 

“find out where someone is”?  

2- Find the word subscribe in the first paragraph. Usually we say that you subscribe to a 

magazine. What does this mean?  

3- We say that you are “in a dilemma” or “faced with a dilemma”. What does this mean?  

4- What is meant at the end of the second paragraph when it says that the company alerts the 

father?  

5- Why is the text entitled Big Daddy? 

6- If you were Harold’s daughter, how would you feel about having your movements tracked 

outside the house?  

7- Clearly Harold is worried about the safety of his daughter. What advice would you give him?  
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II- Language practice  

Transform the following sentences using the word in bold. Do not change the form of that word.  

1. The police are watching me all the time. surveillance  

The police are ......................................................................................... 24 hours a day.  

2. When parents hear stories of stabbings they feel anxious. leave  

Stories of stabbings ............................................................................. anxious.  

3. The company will find out where the girl is. trace  

The company will ................................................. location.  

4. They will let you know if she enters one of the no-go areas. alerted  

You ............................................. if she enters one of the nogo areas.  

5. I want to know where my kids are. eye  

I want to ................................................. my kids.  

6. Those in authority should respect our right to privacy. violate 

Those in authority should .......................................... our right to privacy.  

7. I don’t mind having my movements monitored by the police. Objection 

I ............................................................ police monitoring my movements.  

8. The Galileo satellite will make it possible for Europe to have its own GPS system. enable  

The Galileo satellite .............................................................................its own GPS system.  
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TEXT 4: 

The Game of Love 

With the rise of social networking sites and online communication of all kinds, the idea that we can 

meet and interact with people online is becoming more and more acceptable. Across the globe, 

people can share hobbies and interests – or even meet that ‘special someone’. 1_____ If you are 

careful and follow a few sensible rules, it’s a relatively safe way to meet a romantic partner. And, 

these days, more and more people are taking virtual dating a step further. 

Online gaming has become very popular in recent years. Thousands of people spend hours each day 

having adventures in virtual fantasy worlds. Missions or quests within the game often require 

characters to work together to solve problems and progress through the game’s levels. 2_____ 

Usingthis technology, friendships can sometimes form between players through their virtual 

characters or ‘avatars’. 

Online games are now so sophisticated that players are not restricted to a single path and game 

progression as they were in earlier games. Since the development of ‘go anywhere’ gameplay, 

characters can wander around and explore the fantasy landscape however they like. Or they can just 

sit together next to a virtual waterfall and chat. And they do! Friends who meet up to kill a dragon 

may sit down later to talk about their lives and dreams. 3_____ 

But is it really possible to form an accurate impression of a person through the way he or she 

behaves in an online game? 4_____ And they may create avatars who have characteristics they 

don’t have in real life. However, psychologists say that most gamers create avatars that are 

surprisingly true to themselves. Of course, they may not really be a 6-foot warrior, but there is a 

stronger connection to reality than people might expect. And their interactions with others are 

sometimes more frank and honest than they might be if they were on a date in the real world. 
5______ Gamers, online daters and users of social networks have to be cautious. In the twenty-first 

century we are all learning what it means to be connected to the rest of the world – and we need to 

be very careful when we choose how connected we want to be. However, growing numbers of 

people are choosing to meet, chat, date – and even get married in the virtual world! 

 
1- Read the text then fill in the gaps with the suitable expressions. There is one extra that you 

don’t need.           

In a virtual world, people do amazing things in exciting situations. 

Of course, meeting strangers can be dangerous. 

This has prompted many players to say that you can learn as much about a person through gaming 

as you can in real life. 

Millions of people have now found love on internet dating sites. 

Most games have a chat function, or even voice communication software. 

Make sure to tell your friends what you are doing, or even take one of them along with you. 
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2- Find in the text the words that means the same as:      

increase  :  ................................................  

need  :  ................................................   

limited  :  ................................................   

free from error:  ................................................ 

careful  :  ................................................ 

 

Now answer in your own words! 

 

3- What is the main idea of the text? (25 words)      

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

4- What is a virtual world? Give an example from the text.    

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

....................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

5- Why is the text entitled ‘The Game of Love’?      

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

....................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

6- How can online relationships be dangerous? Explain.    

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 
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7- Would you meet someone online? Why or why not?(80 words)   

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 

 


